NEWSLETTER NO. 1 SEPTEMBER, 1918

On the seventh of September, 1948, the lst Ardrossan Rover
Scout Crew was reconstituted mder the leadership of
Mr, R.Re Shedden.

Regular meetings were arranged in the scout hut on Tuesda;;r
nightss The following scouts have atitended some or all of the
meetings in September:-

R. Shedden, J. Douglas, J. Boyle, J. Goodall, R. MacSherry,
Fe Forsgyth, I. Gillan, D. Murchie, A, Davidson, J. McGrath,
G Maule, I. Monteith, S. Stewart, G. Hunter, F» Taylor, J. Young,
J« Skinner, S. Brown, J Muin, B. Breck:enmdge, Re Alexander,
B. Hunter, A. Bond, G» Weir, C. Crooks.

ACTIVITIES

The general scheme of the meetings have been built on the
following skeleton programme;-

10 mins. Business

10 mins. Recruits Training

20 mins, National Affairsg

20 mins. Games )

20 mins. Culture

20 mins. Scoutcraft

20 mins. Hobbies, Handicrafts and Sport

10 mins. Camp=fire

10 mins. Comments and suggestions on the programme

‘The meeting coumences at 7.30 and finishes at 10.00,

A Scottish Country dance class has been for'med with
Miss D, Third and Miss N, McCubbin as tutors.

The brick piers for our new hut (if and when we get it) have
been repaired and a number of new ones builte A start has been
made with rehearsals for the forthcoming Gang Show in November,
The Rovers are doing three items, two sketches and shadowgraph.

CeWeCo




NEWSLETTER NO. 2 OCTOBER, 1948

As the Crew gradually settles down during its second month of
existence we find a general increase in the number of things to
b eport. T € ‘

The Tuesday night meetings have continued generally along the
lines laid out in the scheme described in newsletter though
towards the end of the month rather more time fver to Gang Show
rehearsals. -

One of the most successful features was a trial by jury when
Jandy Stewart was accused of the murder of Mr.  Shedden. He was tried
at the 014 Scout Hut by Chief Justice John Douglas.: Counsel for the
Defence was George Weir K.C,* and the Counsel for the Prosecution
Jim Goodall X.C. "* Numerous witnesses were called and an elaborate
case was built up, the jury returned the verdict of guilty but so far
the sentence has not been carried out. :

Instruction in Country Dancing has continued during October and
some progress has been reported. We have learnt up to the present or

rather been taught so far -~ the "Dashing White Sergeant", "Petronella®,

"Scottish Reform", "White Cockade", the "Highland Scottish" and
Canadian Barn Dance,

A visit was paid to Kilmarnock baths and further visits are
planned, :

The hut has eventually arrived but it is in rather bad
condition and so far has not been erected, ‘

MIDNIGHT HIKE.

On Friday the 15th a poor innocent farm hand making his way
homeward over the Metallic Brae at a late hour was insulted by being
mistaken for Abbie. The cause of this was a group of six DeOsP.'s
(disturbers’ of the peace) who were arrayed in retired A«R.P. battle-
dress and an assortment of old army footwear. Tk individusls in
aquestion were S. Brown, G. Maule, R. Alexander, Js Boyle, J.» YcGrath
and J. Douglas and had assemblad there on account of somebody's weak
minded idea of a midnight hike,

However the night couldn't have been better with a full moon and
an almost cloudless sky. After scratching the convential signs we
se't off and by the time we had got to Chapelhill we had decided we had
had enough of road welking so going over the Mound we descended into
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the Mill Glen where apart from Goosey losing his hat, all went well.
Following the burn we skirted the reservoir and reached the Lime
Kilne - Conversation had descended to the level of local murders
when S. Brown pointed out that there had been a "Killin'" here.

There had been a barrage of these corny jokes so the culprit was
warned and we proceededs, The surface of the reservoir was like
glass and gave a crystal clear reflection of the hills. Here we
made tea and by the time Skinny had rigged up a Heath Robinson gadget
_to support the billy, the water was boiling, Helf an hour later

we cut up on to the moor and reached Knock Jargon where the view was
even more fascinating then in daylight with the Arran peaks showing
up across the silver streak of the Firth, By wadn.ng through a marsh
and going round Square Wood and the Viaducts we eventually reached
the shore road, Here all was peaceful until Goosey through the
misguided goodness of his heart serenaded a lighted window in Loop
Cottage with asomewhat inaccurate rendering of The Sash my Father
Wore® on a tin whistle, We_ arrived home shortly after five,




 NEWSLETTER _NO» 3 NOVBER, 1948

ACTIVITIES , With the Gang Show behind us the weekly meetings mre
gradually returning to normal. :

Main features have been a film show which included the Gang
Show filme Due to poor lighting it is rather dark in places but is
quite enjoyable and brought back many happy memories. It certainly
stimulated the suggestion to make a really big film of the Gang Show
in the hut with full lighting etc. We also held a mock parliement.
The motion put forward by the Honourable Member for ihe Northern
Horse Island (Reve J.S. Douglas) was one of no confidence in His
Majesty's Government. A sign of the times was the emblem used for
the mace - a pick and shovel.

THE HUT After about a fortnight we find that the hut we have been
sent is the wrong one and will have to be returned. We are still
waiting impatiently for the correct one. ‘

NENCOMERS We welcome to the trew Wesley Harry, a rover from Poole

e . "

who is now working at Ardeer - we hope permanently., We are also
pleased to have amonst us again - Kerr McGrath.

VISITORS We had a visit last Tuesday (30th November) from G. Smart
home on leave from Vienna.

BRANCH MEETING We have seemingly opened a new branch of the Rover
Crew at Castlecraigs. Meetings take place regularly on Saturday
nights from 7+30 psms = 11,00 peme

GANG SHOW On Thursday, FPriday and Saturday, 1llth, 12th and 13th
November the Group presented Gang Show of 1948 and at each performance
including a special children's matinee on Saturday afternoon the hall
was packed to capacity.

, ‘Ttems were varied and the most interesting to you will be the
Rover Crew's numbers. The first act 'No Cigarettes' a short comedy
play by Douglas Berwick (3rd Bromsgrove) on how to obtain cigarettes
firstly in Glasgow where Goosey and Jimmy ifunn were the Stars, over

to gay Paris where Monsieur Clarionet Weir and Jimmy Goodall got
tangled up with words but Jimmy left satisfied with gume A flip over
to Mo;cow where Comrade Bond at the Kremlin was an impossible case for
Sandy/
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Sandy Stuart but Jimmy Goodall again was satisfied with a packet

of Pasha before the Iron Curtain Closed. Last act was very
colourful, going to Vienna with the Carl Noisa Operatic Company,
All started romantically but ended in tragedy Romeo Murchie killing
Smokio Crooks.  the Tobacconist,but after finding he was Mac's
brother not his lover, Romeo killed himself and Mac with nothing
more to live for died of a broken heart, .

The Second item was the Shadowgraph ably performed by leg and
tooth puller, Goodall acting the part of the dentist before and after
Nationalisation,  Sandy Brown, played the part of the patient and
Miss Cowie (Cubmaster) the receptionist, Colin off stage was in
charge of effects and caused an extra laugh on Saturday evening with
an extra effect, ‘

!

The Rovers last item was a scream, showing how the New Horse
Island Radio Station worked from inside - the Radio ®ngineer, A.Bond
was in difficulties during each show and had three broadcasts |
performing over the same wavelength and the parts of each speech
fitted in very eppropriately. The actors were Reve Je.S5. Douglas
giving his 36)4th talk on "Social Welfare"; Colonel Blowlong Murchie
NeBsGsTe D» explaining his "Adventures in the African Jungle" and
Conductor 191 Gilbert Hunter of the Millglen trams giving an account
of his days work - Sandy Brown was the annowncers s

The main troop items were the pantomime "Jack and the Beanstalk"
.acted by Sam's Troop. This play was excellent and the main actors
were Robin Burns as the villain, Kennedy Crawford the dainty fairy,
David Hyndman the old Grandmother was a scream demonstrating the
rhumba accompanied by Alexanders Ragtime Bands  Jack was played by
Teddy McMillan with Gordon Wightman his lover and he was acclaimed
the best looking dame ever seen at a Geng Shows  Younger scouts
were in the dance and chorus. .

Jim Boyle's troogs main item was a dream "The Fairy Comes" an odd
type of play with Mac playing the part of the "Spiv" husband and
Allan Hunter the perfect nagging wife - Jim Boyle played the part of
King BubblyJjock with Billy Fraser his slave - After Mac killed the
wild beast of the forest (Ken Haughan) he was to marry the beautiful
veiled Princess Lulu (Jackie Tyre) but seeing her face, fainted and

soon found his wife shaking him for his tea.
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Other troop items were the old favourite nGupids" which was
he only Geng Show review numnbers

The Monologue by Logen Cowan to his young brother Goéfrey was
oted well but Logan insists his name should be Bill..

The 01ld camp-fire number Moby Dick was on stage for five minutes
ithout & word being spoken.

Rover Scout Weir at the interval played in his ususl capable
ssymer on the Saxaphone and Clarinet. ‘

The Cubs had two jtems, the first being "Jolm Bull" written and
produced by the Cubmasterse In this item each Gubfrepresen’sed a
different type of worker, all makKing up 'John Bull!, and gave a neat
speech on their own type of work and finished off with singing

",and of Hope and Glory"e

The second item nTnternational Jamboree" with scotsmen dancing

the Cumberland Rpeel, a duet 'Jist Tramping gong', Cowboys who sang

1Don't Fence me In' and o small cub sang 'Home on the Renge's  Their
fpriends the Indians also sana well and ended with their Chief‘s song |
tgiawathats  NO praise was t00 nigh for the fine effort these small

cubs put up and for the irst time on stage it was a grand debut.

The opening chorus ‘gow do you do' followed by 'Sing as We go!
rocked the hall with the volume of the whole group on and off stages
The second chorus tpnchors Aweigh' was a good hit, the Crew and older
3couts dressed all in white in the form of a cone and Colin gave a

fine rendering of the ‘verse. _
| | X

Camp-fire with nearly one hundred scouts on stage went off in

the usual 15th Manner. -

Once agein Miss cuthrie kept her record intect being 'pianist at
every Geng Shovws On Saturday night GeSeMs Shedden pald tribute to
iiss Guthrie for her excellent service towards the croup despite meny
comuitments and the cub who played *John Bull" presented Miss Guthrie

with abouquet of flowers and & box of chocolates.
our Producer 3an Aitkenhead was topsand expended his ususl energy,

colin was Stage Manager and no hitches came his ways
The/
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The total proceeds are not official yet but will be an asset
to the new Headquarters at Kilmeny Terrace which is now on its way
to completion - slow but sure.

NEWSLETTER NO. L 4 DECEMBER, 1948

ACTIVITIES = There is not much need to say what the main activity
was this month. The finale to a years scouting - a weeks scrubbing
and as usual the dances. This did not entirely fill the meetings
though it was discussed at most of them,

Xarly in the month there was an interesting item prepared by
AvReI. Each person hed to speak on a chosen subject for two
minutes and hed only a few seconds to collect his ideas in.  Most

“of the boys were full of self-confidence and spoke for their time
but the general idea was to keep on going and touch the subject as
little as possible. After each speech criticisms were offered by
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the rest of the gang. If we didn't learn how to speak we learned how |

not to - and that is always somethings

Another enjoyable evening was when Mrs McNeil and an assistant,
both of S.Y+HeAs, delivered a talk on 'Hostelling' and showed us some
films, ©Even by our keenest hostellers - who have toured most of the
Arran hostels - this talk and film show were appreciateds It is
really marvellous what we don't know about Scotland. Mr. McNeil was
one of the original members of the S«YeH.As and most of the other
associated clubs and though his three score snd ten are almost over
he thinks nothing of petting up at 7400 a.m. and going 70 miles on
his bike to a hostel for the nights Really! some of these old-
timers don't know what the thumb is forld

Jom Douglas tried out an old army test on us one night. The
crew divided into two and the idea was a race to cross about 15 feet
of floor space and the only apparatus allowed was one bench, one
stretcher and one pails You can imagine the oosition we got in to
but eventually everyone got across. - Jolm, however, could not
supply us with a simple way over as we thought he was going to do.

ROVER BALL  The Rover Ball was the climax to a week of parties and
dancese The crew had to decorate the hut and, tho! there weren't
as meny decorations as in previous years, the hut looked excellent.

%hé/music was supplied by the Barclay Fullarton trio - who played
o _ ©
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the gramaphone records - Barclay also supplied streamers and tons of
confetti applied with a vacuum cleaner. There were about 35 couples
present. Ian Gillan and Forbes Tayler - who are in .M. Forces -
obtained leave to attends I believe this is the third time their
respective grandmothers have diedl!

The dancing was mostly modern but there were a few old tyme
selections but no Scottish Country dancings It was thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone and as the evening went on and 12 o' clock came oOn
B2 Mireless was turned on and the New Year brought in. After an
interchange of good wishes etc. the first dence of 1949 was an eight-
gome reel.s The dence continued i1l about 12.45 @.m. and then
everything broke up and the business of first footing began - Everyone
managed home in time for breakfast,

RUGBY MATCH A match has been arranged between the Rover Crew and the
Aooies but at the time of going to press the result was not at hand.
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